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SUBJECT: JORDANIAN PRESS COVERAGE OF KING HUSSEIN'S 
VISIT TO FRANCE 

1. SUMMARY. IN PREDICTABLY BLANKET COVERAGE OF KING'S 
VISIT TO FRANCE, JORDANIAN PRESS HAS STRESSED HUSSEIN S 
DEMANDS FOR ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL, LONG-TIME FRANCO-ARAB 
FRIENDSHIP SINCE 1967, AND POSSIBILITY OF FRENCH ROLE IN 
MIDEAST PEACE MOVE. MUCH SPECULATION ON 

EFFECT OF US PRESSURE ON ISRAEL RESULTING FROM REASSESS- 
MENT. PROMINENCE GIVEN TO AFP REPORT ON POSSIBILITY OF 
J ORD ANI AN-S YRIAN -EGYPTIAN COOPERATION AGAINST ISRAEL. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. JORDANIAN PRESS HAS GIVEN FULL COVERAGE TO KING'S 
SOJOURN IN FRANCE, TREATING VISIT AS ONE MORE EPI- 
SODE IN CONTINUING FRIENDSHIP WHICH HAS GAINED IN 
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IN 1967". KING'S REFERENCE IN RADIO MONTE CARLO PRESS 
CONFERENCE TO "COOPERATION AND THE FORMATION OF COM- 
MITTEES TO STUDY PROJECTS IN WHICH THE FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT CAN PARTICIPATE" IS OFTEN CITED, AS IS HIS 
STRESS ON ROLE FRANCE CAN PLAN IN "COMPELLING" ISRAEL 
TO PULL BACK FROM THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. "FRANCE 
HAS ALWAYS PARTICIPATED IN ALL ATTEMPTS TO BRING 
ABOUT A JUST AND PERMANENT PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST". 

3. KING’S COMMENTS IN MIDEAST SITUATION REVEAL LITTLE 
NEW, REVIEWING NECESSITY OF ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL AND POS- 
SIBILITY OF CARRYING TALKS TO SECURITY COUNCIL IF GENEVA 
FAILS. KING EXPRESSED INTEREST IN US ROLE IN PRESSURING 
ISRAEL TO WITHDRAW; "I HAVE MANY QUESTIONS TO ASK ON THIS 
SUBJECT, AND I HOPE TO OBTAIN ANSWERS TO THEM INWASHINGTON". 

4. LOCAL PRESS GIVES PROMINENCE TO AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 
REPORT (MENTIONED IN DEPT PRESS BRIEFING APRIL 25) THAT 
ISRAELI MILITARY OBSERVERS BELIEVE THERE IS SERIOUS 
POSSIBILITY THAT JORDAN WILL JOIN SYRIA AND EGYPT 

IN ANY NEW WAR. "THESE OBSERVERS ARE VIEWING WITH 
INCREASING ALARM THE MOUNTING MILITARY COOPERATION 
BETWEEN SYRIA AND JORDAN; IN CASE OF WAR, JORDAN IS 
EXPECTED TO MOVE.. .ONTO THE WEST BANK. THE JORDAN 
ARMY HAS 500 TANKS... AND CAN EASILY GET ANY QUANTITY 
OF ROCKETS FROM ITS NEIGHBORS SAUDI ARABIA AND SYRIA.... 
JORDAN, SYRIA, IRAQ, AND SAUDI ARABIA BETWEEN THEN CAM 
ASSEMBLE A FORCE OF 4,000 TANKS AND 1,000 WARPLANES." 

5. COMMENT: MOST PRONOUNCED LOCALREACTION TO VISIT THUS 
FAR HAS BEEN IRRITATION, VOICED BY SEVERAL EMBASSY CON- 
TACTS, WITH LO-LEVEL GOF RECEPTION GIVEN KING AT AIR 
PORT, SINCE IT WAS ASSUMED THAT FRENCH PRESIDENT OR 
PRIME MINISTER WOULD MEET KING HUSSEIN. 
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